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Analyse White Stockings by D.H Lawrence

D. H. Lawrence (1885-1930) iy one of the most complicated and
contentious authory of the 20th century invEngland. Invhis writings; he
oftenv looks at the sexuald, emotional, and mental sides of relationships
betweenvpeople; especially invthe setting of industrial modernity and the
loss of traditional values. Lawrence thought that moderw society had
cut people off from their feelings and natwral vitality. Invhis stovies,
poems; and essays; he always looks at the conflict between instinct ands
intelligence; passior and reason; natwre and technology, and
individuality and society norms.

"White Stockings;" one of his short storvies from 1926, stands out as v
subtle but strong look at gender roles, power, sexuality, anditive
psychology of moawriage. Unlikedbady Chatterley's Lover and other works
by himvthat are move operdy sexual, WhitesStockings creates evotic
tension thwough symboliciactions and psychological deptivinstead of
divect sexual descriptions. The story shows how Lawrence felt about what
it meons to-be male andifemale, about power struggles in mawriage;,
and about how clothes and bodies can be used as symbols.

White Stockingsis o deep and complicated shovt story that shows how D.
H. Lawrence felt about gender, sexuality, power, modernity, and class.
Lawrence looks.at deep psychological and social pressures in mawrioge
and society through the seemingly simple event of a womaun wearing
white stockings. The story shows how fragile masculinity is, how strong
female sexuality is, and how custom and modernity awe always at odds
withveach other.

White Stockings is about Elsie and Ted Whiston, o young mawried
couple: Ted iy v miner and uniow member with strong working-closs
values, while Elsie iy showwn to-be pretty, sure of herself, and o little
flirtatious. Elsie wears white tighty and av short skirt to- v union meeting



MJC 6
CC12
P.G Department of English
with her husband. This is the most important paut of the story. Men, like

Ted s friend Uncle Tom, are interested invher because of how she looks,
which makes Ted feel jealows and unsafe.

The stravin inthe story comes from Ted s dislike of how Elsie acty sexually
and femininity. He thinks that her clothes are sexy and athweat to-his
masculine power. The story ends inv av vague way, withy Ted asserting his
power over Elsie; who-eventually gives invto-his will, evenv thoughv shes

Lawrence’s Study of Power and Gender

1. Being male and feeling insecure

Ted Whiston is av good exaunple of cbworking-closs man whose
personality has been shaped byfactoryworkand sociolist ideas: He iy
Liberal on politics but traditional in his feelingss In spite of supporting
equality invthe public sphexe; Ted wanty tobe tn chawrge inthe private
sphere, as shown by his jealousy of Elsie’s good looks:

Lawrence oftenv made mex look like they were inv danger from womew's
sexuality and freedom. Ted uncomfortable not only because he i
Jjealous, but alsombecause he fears that Elsie's sexual independence makes
himv lesgof a man. Lawrence thinks that industrial society has made
mewv spiritually. and. emotionally weak; and Ted iy av good example of
this cristsyof mandhood

2. Sexual Freedom and Femininity

Elsie representy the energy, sensuality, and uniqueness of women. Her
short skirt and white stockings awe a sigw of modern beauty ands
freedom. She doesn't feel bad about her body and likes being praised.
Lawrence writes about her as o womawnv who-knows her sexuality onw av
deep level and doesn't give in to- societald novms.

But Elsie’s freedomw iy confined by what society and her mawriage expect
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of her. The story shows how difficldt it is for women to- express themselves

and for men to-be in charge:. Elsie at first doesw't want to-follow Ted's
rules, but inthe end she does, which shows how strict society was invthe
early 19005

What Do-White Stockings Mean?

1. White stockings as v Sigvw

The most important thing inthe story is the whitessocks. They stand for:
- Sex appeal and sexiness

- Moderw dress and the freedow of women

- Menww who- awe worried about women's sexuality

- Claus and the present

White is wsually associated withipuritysbut Lawrence uses it iw av furunvy
way to- meau sexiness and teasing. Mew look at Elsie’s legs because her
stockings are showing, which showsthe conflict between modesty and
technology.

2. What Yow Weaw and Who- Yo Are

Lawrence oftenused what she wore as av sign of who- she was and how she
wantedito-act v social situations. Ted's discomfort shows how much he
believes v stoandowd gender roles; while Elsie’s clothes show how moderv
she is. The body tya contested space between male rule and female self-

expression, and clothing is av place where power struggles happer.

Sexuadity and Mowrriage

1. Mawriage as a Battle of Wills

InWhite Stockings, mauwriage isnt seevw as a loving union, but as o
battleground wheve one persov must control the other. Lawrence
thought that mauwriage ofter stops people from having real sexuwal
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interactions; which is what Ted's desire to-control Elsie’s body shows.

Lawrence thought that o maww and av womawn should be mystically and
wutinctively united; but he also-knew that society messed up this idea.

2. Lawrence’ s ideas about sexuality

Lawrence didnwt agree withvVictoriown prudence 6w Freudionn
reductionism. He thought that sexuality was not just e biological or
psychological drive, but av divine life force. Sexuadiky. is shown to-be
natwral, strong, and upsetting in White Stockings. Tedls reactkion is av
symbol of societal pressuwe; while Elgie’s body s avsign.of liferenergy.

Class and the Present

1. Setting in the workingclass

The story takes place. inv industriol England because Ted used to-work as
a miner. Lawrence wrotea lot about how industry made people less
hwmany and messed up natwrad relationships. Ted's political activism is
different fromhow conservative he iy inv his personal life. Thig shows how
politicabiideology can't change personal ties.

2. The modern womanvond the traditional marv

tlsie iy v modernwwomowny who-has been shaped by cultuwre and social
change i cities. Ted is the standoud working-class mon who-thinks
that modernw women awe avthweat. Inthis way, the story shows the lawrger
social problems of the 19205, such ax the rise of feminism and shifting

gender roles:

Style and Technique of Nawrrative
1. Realism inv psychology
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Lawrence uses psychological realism to- show what his characters are

thinking and feeling on the inside. The story shows Ted's resentment,
tlsie's pride, and the issues between them that they don't say. Lawrence's
writing iy intense; sevsual, and symbolic, which is typical of modernist
exploration.

2. Modernism with Signs

Even though Lawrence wasn't as experimental asJoyce or Woolf, his
modernism comes from the way he used symboly and themes to-explore
sexuality and awareness. Things like stockings, looks; and body
language have deep symbolic meanings that reveal owr deepest feary
and wants.

1. Criticism from feministy

Different feminist writershove different thoughty on Lawrence. Some
people think White Stockings is sexist because Elsie’s entry supporty the
idea that mewn awe betterthanvwomen. Others think that Lawrence
wnderstands womenv s sexuolily. oud doesnt like it whenw men aves
nsecure. The story shows that Lawrence has bothv liberal and

covnservaktive views.

2. Reading for Pyychownalysis

From av psychological point of view, Ted's jeadousy s coused by his feaw of
being castrated and his sexuality. Ted's reactiow shows his need to-
control and possess, while Elsie’s showing of her legs shows her
unconscious sexual power.

Lawrence' s View of How People Deal Withv Each Other

Lawrence thought that real relationships need a mix of male ands
female energies. However, White Stockings shows how howd it is to-
achieve such peace invtoday's world. Natural closeness iy messed up by
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power baftles; jealousy, and social conditioning.
The story shows Lawrence's lawger criticism of moder society, which he
thought cut people off from feeling, nature; and real relationships.
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